


English Language Arts Third Grade Competency Goals (Approved 2004)

Goal 1:
The learner will apply enabling
strategies and skills to read and write.

Goal 2:

The learner will apply strategies and
skills to comprehend text that is read,
heard, and viewed.

Goal 3:

technology.

The learner will make connections
through the use of oral language,
written language and media /

Goal 4:
The learner will apply strategies and

texts.

skills to create oral, written, and visual

Goal 5:

The learner will apply grammar and
language conventions to communicate
effectively.

What Are Question - Answer Relationships? Question - Answer Relationships were created as a way to help students realize that the answers they seek are related to the type
of question that is asked. 1t encourages them to be strategic about their search for answers based on an awareness of what types of questions are asked.

Cognition
Right There

Interpretation
Think and Search

Critical Stance
Author and Me

Connections
On My Own

The answer is usually contained in a single sentence.
You can usually put your finger on the right answer.

Develop an Initial Understanding
®  Identify purpose

L4 Determine main idea

The answer is in the text, but you might have to
look in several different sentences, paragraphs, or
pagestofind it.

Dig Deeper
®  Makeinferences

The answer is not directly in the text, but you
still need information that the author has given
you, combined with what you already know, in
order to respond to this type of question.
Basically, you have to FIGURE IT OUT!

The answer is not in the text, and in fact
you don't even have to have read the text
to be able to answer it.

Go Beyond the Text
L4 Text to text

e Draw conclusions

®  Make generalizations

®  |dentify tone/mood

e  Determine meaning of figurative language
®  Make predictions

®  |dentify/Examine supporting details

®  Summarize main points

®  |dentify meaning of vocabulary in context

®  Note multiple meanings of words

®  Apply knowledge of text features and book parts
®  Read reference materials

Evaluate Author's Craft
Determine the impact of literary elements

Determine the effect of author's word choice,
purpose, and decisions

Compare and contrast (within the text)
Evaluate the accuracy of information and ideas

®  Texttoworld
e  Textto self
e  Textto author

Reading
Strategies
Uses one or more of the following strategies as appropriate to construct meaning from text.

®  Continues to predict based on semantic, syntactic, and graphophonic cues (using
increasing knowledge of letter clusters, vowel patterns, suffixes, prefixes and root
words).

®  Searches, predicts, monitors, and cross-checks using semantic, syntactic, and
graphophonic cues independently (uses decoding skills).
®  Reads on and rereads to check predictions and clarify meaning,

®  Uses analogy by identifying a word as being the same or almost the same as a
known word.

®  Uses chunking by using familiar word patts to identify increasingly complex
unknown words (breaking larger words into smaller parts).

®  Paraphrases information from text in own words.

®  Uses text aids such as headings, bold print, italics, and subheadings.

®  Focuses on details of print only when meaning is lost (re-read).

®  Uses reference materials (e.g; dictionaty, glossaty, encyclopedia, atlas, almanac,
thesaurus, internet).

Comprehension
Constructs meaning for literary, informational, and practical texts.

Non-fiction
Short Stories | Biographies Provetbs Skits
Novels Letters Riddles Plays
Fantasies Atticles Limericks
Fairy Tales Procedures/Instructions | Simple Poems
Folk tales Charts

®  Reads and understands different genres. (types of literature).

®  Interprets poetry and recognizes stanza and rhyme as characteristics of poetty:
®  Infers main idea, lesson, or moral in vatiety of literature.

®  Compates traits of characters as evidenced in text.

*  Compares and contrasts characters events, episodes, and stoties.

®  Compares and contrasts poems, non-fiction, or other literary selections.

®  Distinguishes between fact and opinion.

®  Recognizes the author's use of figurative language such as simile or metaphor.
®  Supports ideas by reference to evidence presented in texts.

®  Summartizes and records information (notes and charts detail).

®  Discriminates between cause and effect relationships.

®  Understands and interprets maps, charts, diagrams, timelines, and other visual
representations.

®  Compares and contrasts information in printed and visual form.
®  Reads independently daily on student’s independent teading level.

Reading Achievement Levels for End-of-Grade Tests at Grade 3
Adhieverment Level |

Students performing at Achievement Level I demonstrate a need to develop the
reading comprehension skills required in the North Carvlia Standard Comrse of Study
at grade 3. Students show little evidence of applying reading skills and strategies
required to comprehend a vatiety of third grade level texts, such as fiction, literary
and informational nonfiction, poetry, and drama.

Adbievement Level I

Students performing at Achievement Level IT demonstrate limited reading com-
prehension skills as required in the North Carvlina Standard Comrse of Study at grade
3. Students typically show evidence of literal comprehension of a variety of third
grade texts, such as fiction, literary and informational nonfiction, poetty, and
drama. Students may also make basic inferences, draw simple conclusions, and
locate information in a vatiety of texts, including charts, maps, and diagrams.
Achievement Level lll

Students performing at Achievement Level III demonstrate grade level reading
comprehension skills as requited in the North Carvlina Standard Course of Study at
grade 3. Students comptehend a vatiety of third grade level texts, such as fiction,
literary and informational nonfiction, poetry, and drama. Students interpret and
analyze text by utllizing skills and strategies such as making inferences, drawing
conclusions, predicting outcomes, comparing and contrasting, and determining
main idea. They also use text features and text structutes to comprehend. Students
analyze characters, identify problems, and determine meaning of unfamiliar vo-

cabulary.
Achievement Level [V

Students petforming at Achievement Level IV demonstrate an advanced applica-
tion of the reading comprehension skills required in the North Carvlina Standard
Comrse of Studhy at grade 3. Students comprehend with depth of understanding a
vatiety of third grade level texts, such as fiction, literary and informational nonfic-
tion, poetry, and drama. Students extend ideas by connecting and integrating
information. They apply a mote sophisticated understanding of text features and
structures to comprehend. Students interpret figurative language and analyze
author’s word choice.

CHECK THIS OUT!
Students can now access the complete contents of their Houghton Mifflin
math and reading book using a home computer with Internet connection.

These sites enable students to study lessons, print homework, and access
resources on the Education Place® Website.

See your child’s teacher for Student Login Information.




Written Expression anhd Spelling

Uses planning strategies (with assistance) to generate topics and to organize ideas
(e.g., drawing, mapping, discussing, listing).
Topic or subject established and sustained by the writer in response to the writing task.

1. Whatis the mostimportant thing or the main event that happens in your story?
Does the story stay focused on the most important thing/main event?
Are there any ideas or events in your story that are not important to the main event?

Logical progression, relatedness of ideas, and completeness of ideas.
Does your story have a clear beginning, middle, and end?
Are the ideas and actions connected to each other?
Can your reader follow the story logically from beginning to end?
Is the story complete? Does the story feel finished?

Extensions and development of the main topic.
Is your story developed with specific details that are related to the main event?
Do all of the details move the story along?
3. Does your story have enough elaboration so that your reader can see and feel what is
happening? Can you show me an example?
Use of language that is appropriate to the topic.
1. Didyou choose just the right words for your purpose?
2. Haveyou used precise words instead of over-used words?
3. Didyou use avariety of sentences that flow?
Surface features that assist readers with the composition's message.

1. Didyou edit (with assistance) to use conventions of written language and format?

The BIG Leap!
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The correct use of phrases and clauses in forming complete sentences.
Are your sentences complete?
Do you have sentence fragments that need to be completed?
Do you have run-on sentences?

Demonstrates an understanding by using a variety of complete sentences
(declarative, imperative, interrogative, and exclamatory) in writing and speaking.
Do you have sentence fluency?

Works towards using transitional words and phrases.

Begins sentences using different words.

Includes agreement, tense, and case.
Does your story demonstrate standard usage?
Is there subject/verb agreement?
Is there consistency in verb tense?
Are pronouns used correctly?
Are all your words used correctly?

Involves the use of capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and paragraphing.

Are punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and paragraphs used correctly in your story?
Does your punctuation make your story hard to read?
Have you used capital letters for the first word in a sentence and proper nouns?
Have you spelled most common words correctly?
Do misspelled words in your story make it hard to read?
Have you used paragraphs appropriately?
Have you used correct capitalization (e.g., geographical place names, holidays, special events,
titles) and punctuation (e.g., commas in greetings, dates, city, and state; underlining book titles;
periods after initials and abbreviated titles; apostrophes in contractions)?
Have you proofread your own writing for spelling and corrected most misspellings independently
with reference to resources (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, word walls)?
Did you edit (with assistance) to use conventions of written language and format?

The study of the following academic areas is cumulative and sequential to include learning from previous grade levels.

The focus areas for learning at this level include:

SCIENCE (Approved 2004)

Builds an understanding of soil properties.

Builds an understanding of the skeletal and muscle systems of the human body.

Builds an understanding of plant growth and adaptations.

Builds an understanding of the earth/moon/sun system.
HeAlTHY LiviNg

Monitors feelings.

Plans how to escape in dangerous situations.

Recognizes that behavior is changeable.

Recognizes the benefits of hicycle safety.

Recognizes the important nutrients in food groups.

Recognizes influences of substance abuse.

Recognizes likes and dislikes related to physical activity.

Interacts positively.

Demonstrates catching, throwing, dancing, and basic tumbling.

Uses feedback to improve performance.
Emphasizes research and personal interests.
Emphasizes fables and myths, measurements, calligraphy, plants.

Creates movement sequences. \(
VISUAL ARTS

Demonstrates ease in using a variety of media. m

Uses space and balance in art.

Differentiates between landscape, portrait, and still life.
Musie

Demonstrates appropriate expressive and technical vocal and instrumental practices.

Demonstrates increased pitch and rhythmic accuracy.

Reads and notates rhythmic and melodic patterns.

Identifies traditional symbols and terms and uses appropriate terminology.
Develops skills in improvising, composing, and arranging music.
Develops listening, analyzing, and evaluating skills.

Develops understanding of music in relation to history, culture, and other content

areas.
Shows respect for the efforts of others.

SOCAL STUDIES

Exhibits good citizenship in the classroom, school, and community.

Infers that individuals, families, and communities are and have been alike and
different.

Analyzes the multiple roles that individuals (real and fictional) perform in families,
workplace, and communities.

Applies concepts of authority, responsibility, and justice in a democratic society.
Applies basic geographic concepts and terminology.

Applies geographic themes to communities.

Applies basic economic concepts to communities studied.

Evaluates uses of economic resources and technological changes in different
communities.

COMPUTER/TECHNOLOGY SKILLS

Demonstrates awareness of copyright law.
Demonstrates responsible and safe use of resources.
Explores information technologies.

Builds word processing techniques.

Uses multimedia tools.

Explores spreadsheets.

GUDANCE

Improves academic self-concept.

Acquires skills for improving learning.

Achieves school success.

Improves learning.

Plans to achieve goals.
INFORMATION SKILLS

Explores a wide variety of resources (print, non-print, electronic).

Develops personal tastes through guided practice, contrasting and comparing
authors, illustrators, genres, and styles.

Identifies similarities and differences as related to their environments and personal
experiences.

Uses simple research models to acquire information.

Shares activities in a variety of formats (print, graphical, audio, video, multimedia)
to extend content of resources used.




The BIG Leap!
300 High Frequency Words

These words are the three hundred most common words in English, ranked in frequency order. High frequency words are words that students need to decode, spell and then internalize as sight words so that they are
recognized quickly. In order to be fluent readers, students must decode and identify words automatically. Fluency is enhanced when students recognize words easily and are able to move on.
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Common suffixes: -s, -ing, -ed, -er, -ly, -est



MATHEMATICS FOR 3RD GRADE  (Approved 2003)

DATA ANALYSIS §

NUMBER § OPERATIONS MEASUREMENT GEOMETRY ALGEBRA
PROBABILITY

Develops number sense for whole numbers through 9,999. | ®  Solves problems using meas- Uses appropriate vocabulary to Collects, organizes, analyzes, Describes and extends
Connects model, number word, and number using a urement concepts and proce- compare, describe, and clas- and displays data (including numeric and geometric
variety of representations. dures involving: sify two and three dimensional circle graphs and tables) to patterns.
Builds understanding of place value (ones through thou- |- Elapsed time. figures. solve problems. Extends and finds missing
sands). - Equivalent measures within the Uses a rectangular coordinate Determines the number of terms of repeating and growing
Compares and orders. same measurement system. system to solve problems. permutations and combina- patterns.
Develops fluency with multi-digit addition and sub- [ ®  Estimates and measures using Graphs and identifies points with tions of up to three items. Uses symhbols to represent
traction through 9,999 using: appropriate units: whole number and/or letter Solves probability problems unknown quantities in number

Strategies for adding and subtracting numbers.
Estimations of sums and differences in appropriate
situations.

Relationships between operations.

Develops fluency with multiplication for 1x1 to 12x12
and division up to two-digit by one-digit numbers
using:

Strategies for multiplying and dividing numbers.
Estimation of products and quotients in appropriate
situations.

Relationships between operations.

Uses basic properties (identity, commutative,
associative, order of operations) for addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division.

Uses area or region models and set models of
fractions to explore part-whole relationships.
Represents fractions concretely and symbolically
(halves, fourths, thirds, sixths, eighths).

Compares and orders fractions (halves, fourths, thirds,
sixths, eighths) using models and benchmark numbers
(zero, one-half, one); describes comparisons.

Models and describes common equivalents, especially
relationships among halves, fourths, eighths, thirds, and
sixths.

Understands that the fractional relationships that occur
between zero and one also occur between every two
consecutive whole numbers.

Understands and uses mixed numbers and their equiva-
lent fraction forms.

Develops flexibility in solving problems by selecting
strategies and using mental computation,
estimation, calculators or computers, and paper
and pencil.

multiplication and division.

Capacity (cups, pints, quarts,
gallons, liters).

Length (miles, kilometers).
Mass (ounces, pounds, grams,
kilograms).

Temperature (Fahrenhett,
Celsius).

coordinates.

Describes the path between
given paints on the plane.

Mathematics Achlevement Levels for
End-of-Grade Tests at grade =

In grade three, students develop number sense for whole numbers through
9,999. Students learn multiplication facts and develop fluency with single digit

Third graders compare, order, and represent

rational numbers (halves, fourths, thirds, sixths, and eighths) concretely and
symbolically. They use appropriate vocabulary to compare, describe, and
classify polygons and polyhedra (two- and three- dimensional shapes). Stu-
dents measure length, capacity, weight, time, and temperature. They identify,
create, and extend patterns. In third grade, students read, collect, organize,
and display data using a variety of graphs. Third graders use the rectangular
coordinate system to graph and identify points. They use symbols to represent
unknown quantities in number sentences and to solve simple equations.
Students solve problems using a variety of strategies, including listing ar-
rangements and combinations of up to three items. Third graders apply these
concepts, as well as those developed in previous years.

Achievewment Level
Students performing at Achievement Level | show minimal conceptual understanding and computational accuracy and often respond with inappropriate answers
or procedures. They rarely use problem-solving strategies.

Achievement Level It
Students performing at Achievement Level Il typically show some evidence of conceptual understanding and computational accuracy and sometimes respond
with appropriate answers or procedures. They demonstrate limited use of problem-solving strategies.

Achievement Level L
Students performing at Achievement Level lIl generally show conceptual understanding, compute accurately, and respond with appropriate answers or proce-
dures. They use a variety of problem-solving strategies.

Achievement Level v
Students performing at Achievement Level IV commonly show a high level of conceptual understanding, compute accurately, and respond consistently with
appropriate answers or procedures. They demonstrate flexibility by using a variety of problem-solving strategies.

Test Administrator’s Manual (Published 2005-2006)

North Carolina End-of -Grade Tests ~ Reading Comprehension and Mathematics

using permutations and combi-
nations.

sentences.
Finds the value of the unknown

in a number sentence.
Maijor Concepts/Skills Coneepts/Skills to Mabntain
Number sense 0-9,999 ®  Addition and subtraction of multi-digit

Multiplication and division
Non-negative rational numbers
Capacity and mass

Coordinate grids

Circle graphs

Permutations and combinations
Growing pattems

Variables

numbers

Length and ime

Symmetry and congruence
Line plots, tallies, pictographs
Venn diagrams

Students will solve relevant and authentic problems using appropriate technol-
ogy and apply these concepts as well as those developed in earlier years.




HINKING

MATH

Take time when reading a story or selection to ask questions, explain what is read, and interact with your child..

When you view movies or videos, compare the book and film versions noting likenesses and differences.

Encourage your child to read several selections or books on the same topic and compare what he/she learns from each one. Are there
differences in the information?

As you waitin line at the grocery store, invite your child to read the information on packages that you are purchasing. You might compare
nutritional information with the food pyramid recommended for a healthy diet. You might also analyze the claims made on the food
packages with your child for fact and advertisement appeal.

As you collect coupons from various sources, have your child categorize the coupons in various ways (e.g., food groups, price,
manufacturer, language used for advertisement appeal, etc.).

Discuss similarities and differences between characters, books, events, efc.

. "What can | do at home
Use newspapers, magazines, etc. to show, compare, and order numbers.
Practice multiplication and division facts. to help my child?"
Provide cooking and measuring activities.
Plan menus and compute the cost.

Sort objects into groups. 0‘

Find patterns in magazines, efc. o °

Interpret and discuss the graphs found in the newspaper.

Play Battleship and/or Yahtzee games. ‘—I]

WRITING

Help children find more reasons to write. Enlist them in taking messages, making up the shopping list, writing letters, answering email,
completing catalog orders for personal items, etc.

Encourage writing along with reading such as making your own greeting cards, gift cards, post cards, efc.
Provide a communication center of some kind in your home such as a bulletin board.

Post written communication of different kinds from schedules, newspaper clippings, want ads, advertisements, messages, letters,
television schedules, etc.

Encourage your child/children to keep a family/personal scrapbook with family photographs, letters, schedules, and other mementos
from family life. Captions or explanations will help each person remember the significance of each item or photograph included in the
scrapbook.

READING

20 minutes daily, independent reading at your child's reading level.
Read and interpret maps, charts, and graphs.
Characterstics of @ cpod Reader
*  Reads materials on a variety of topics.
*  Reads fora variety of purposes such as for pleasure, to gain information, or to support an opinion.
e Describes personal reactions to poetry, informational, practical, and narrative texts.
*  Perseveres when the task requires reading silently for extended periods of ime.
*  Recommends materials for others to read.
The twportanee of Reading and Lixerature

e Reading aloud to students of all ages everyday is extremely important!

*  Involve students in talk/discussion about texts focusing on higher level questions, open-ended questions and elaborated
responses.

e Reading itself is the single most valuable activity for developing children’s comprehension and reading
fluency. The North Carolina End-of-Grade Test analysis report indicates the more students read
independently and with support the better their performance on the End-of-Grade Test.

A very "Special Thank You" to the teachers, counselors, principals, assistant principals, media specialists, and technology facilitators who serve on the
Grades Three ~ Five Advisory Committee. This brochure was created through their dedication and hard work.
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